
Commander 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Hale Boggs Federal Building 

501 Magazine Street 
New Orleans, IA 70130-3396 
Staff Symbol: (m) 
Phone: (504) 589-6193 
FAX: (504) 589-4999 

1671 I/SOLAS 
July 22, 1999 

Mr. R. T. Douville 
Director, Regulatory Affairs 
TRICO Marine Operators, Inc. 
P.O. Box 4097 
Houma, LA 70361 

Dear Mr. Douville: 

I have reviewed your February 1, I999 appeal of the decision of the Officer in Charge Marine 
Inspection (OCMI) Morgan City requiring the M/V POND RIVER (O.N. 542117) and the M/V 
HOPE RIVER (0.N 559292) to be inspected to the current standards of the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 1974 (SOLAS 74/78) as “new vessels.” After carefully 
considering your arguments and the applicable laws and regulations, I have decided to grant your 
appeal. 

Since TRICO Marine Operators, Inc. has recently requested that these vessels be SOLAS 
certificated, the OCMI is requiring these vessels to comply the current SOLAS 74/78 because 
this is the first time either vessel has been presented and inspected for SOLAS certification. You 
assert that these vessels, built in 1972 and 1974 respectively, should be inspected to SOLAS 60 
standards as modified by the subsequent “all ships” provisions of SOLAS 74/78. Your position 
is based upon the vessels’ build dates and on the fact that neither vessel has been found by the 
Coast Guard to have ever undergone a “major conversion.” 

The OCMI correctly points out that the guidance in SOLAS, the Coast Guard Marine Safety 
Manual, applicable Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circulars, and Coast Guard regulations 
does not provide a single, consistent answer to the question of proper SOLAS application to 
these existing vessels. However, I agree with your argument that SOLAS is specific in that al 
applicability sections are based on keel dates or major conversion dates, not dates on when a 
vessel is first presented for certification. Therefore the MN POND RIVER and the M/V HO 
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RIVER are considered existing vessels and may be issued SOLAS certificates upon verification 
that they comply with SOLAS 60 as modified by the “all ships” provisions of SOLAS 74/78. 

The Coast Guard is continually striving to align its regulations and standards to those of the 
international community in general, and to SOLAS in particular. The cases of MN POND 
RIVER and M/V HOPE RIVER have unfortunately fallen into a category where the Coast Gua 
has not updated its written policies to keep up with the marine industry as it continues to push 
into the international arena. I am forwarding to Commandant (G-MOC) a request that a 
definitive national policy be published to avoid this issue from recurring in the future. 

.rd 



1671 l/SOLAS 
July 22, 1999 

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter further. please contact Lieutenant 
Commander Mike Brown of my staff at (504) 589-6743. 

Sincerely, 

C. T. DESMOND 
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
Chief, Marine Safety Division 
By direction of the Commander 
Eighth Coast Guard District 

Copy: OCMI Morgan City 
Commandant (G-MOC) 
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